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bottom, its narrow sides sink so as to render the 
drain sometimes useless; beside which, they, hav- 
ing a heavy weight to bear upon an unarched 


ground he took pains to draw the manure in 
equal quantities from the yard and the sheds, 


though he said he thought this was hardly a fair! 4, 


Maine State Agricultural Society. 


The Trustees of this Society held a meeting in 
is city last week. They voted to hold the an- 


largest crop of potatoes on one-eigth of an acre, Stevens 
Book of the Farm; second do, Allen’s Farm 

Sect.3. For best conducted experiment in raising the 
largest crop of mangolds, on one-eighth of an acre, 


cross of the Native and Spanish Merinoes. Av- 
erage weight of fleece 4lbs. Preferred to have 
lambs dropped in May. Fed with oats cut green 


while we Englishmen wait till we have formed an 
opinion of our new acquaintance, and then, when 
we part we can say by the warm hand and sturdy 


bottom, are liable to split lengthwise through the 
back ; and, further, the stream of water spread 
over @ flat surface cannot run so rapidly, and is 
less able to sweep away otetructions, as when the 


test, for in the yard manure he had to cart off a 
large quantity of water, making—if there were 
no other difference—a sheltered load worth one- 
third more than the unsheltered.”” He in this, 


Stevens’ Book of the Farm; second do, Allen’s Farm | when sheep first come to the barn. Has a warm 
Book 


sheep-house, and did not allow them to be out in 
bad weather. 


grip, we shall be happy to meet again.”’ 
I have come to like this custom, let its signifi- 
cance be what it may, and to practice it when 


‘nual Show and Fair next autumn at particular 
time and place to be hereafter designated. They 
then proceeded to revise the premium list. 


Sect. 4. For best conducted experiment in raising the 
largest crop of carrots on one-eighth of an acre, Stevens’ 
Book of the Farm; second do, Allen’s Farm Book. 
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AGRICULTURAL CONVENTION AT NEW 


HAVEN. 


Lectures have been given since the time last 
specified by Mr. Pardee, on the raspberry and 
other small fruits—also by Geo. B. Emerson, on 
our forest trees. On the tenth day Prof. Johnson 


opened the week by a capital lecture on the nu 


trition of animals, in which he brought forward 


many practical facts. 


The animals which exhibit the most intense 
power of muscular and nervous force are carnivor- 
For the sake of flesh and milk as food, for 
wool as clothing, and for the useful labor which 


ous. 


the ox and horse furnish, the farmer seeks to con 


vert vegetable into animal produce. By the aid 
of cattle, not only can man convert the grains, 
fruits, and esculent roots into a more concentrated 
and vigorous diet, but he can manufacture food 
out of naturally growing grasses, and employ 
hundreds of otherwise refuse matters for the same 
A diagram exhibited by the lecturer 
showed the composition of a pig when fat and 


object. 


lean, thus: 


Fat—Per Cent. Lean—Per Cent. 
Water . 2 = 60 
Albuminoids 15 17 
ce te ee! a le 21 
Mineral matter, orash. $3 2 
Total - 100 100 


The carbo-hydrates—starch, sugar, cellulose, 
gum, &c.—are changed by the animal into grape 
sugar, and are then ready to be assimilated to 
build up its body. The grape sugar is changed 
into lactic and butiric acids, and thence into fat. 
The mineral matters found in the bones, blood, 
and other portions of the body, are of course ob- 
tainei from the plants, which in their turn suck 
In some districts, such as 


them from the soil. 
that about Leipsic, some of these necessary min- 
erals are deficient in the soil; and it has often 
been observed that where phosphate of lime is not 
in the farm soil in sufficient quantity, cows soffer 
from bone disease, and will gnaw any old bone 
that they may find lying on the ground. Animal 


force, and heat, like steam, are generated by the 
actual combustion of material; in the formgr cases 
this being food, in the latter fuel. The ‘*fire- 
place” in the animal is all over its body, wherev- 
er a pin-prick willdraw blood. As in thesteam- 
engine, the amount of muscular and nervous furce 
in the animal is proportionate to the amount of 


fuel or food consumed. First, maierial is stored 
up in the tissues for use, and then every exertion 
of the muscles or brain is accompanied by an oxy- 
dation or burning of the tissues. In this process, 


carbonic acid, water, and a small quantity of 


ammonia, are given off—the remainder of the 
ammonia being transfurmed into urea, and voided 
from the body. An engine is merely a mechan- 
iem for using an engendered force, but the animal 


is itself consumed, and must be removed con- 
Whenever the time arrives that the vi- 
tal force is not enough to supply the waste, de- 
A degree of 
heat that would destroy animal tissue, when eep- 
arated from the animal, is necessary in the body 
This heat is engendered by 
using the carbo-hydrates and fats of food ; but 
these contain no nitrogen, and hence they will 


etantly. 


cay, and then death, come upon us, 


to sustain life itself. 


not strengthen our bodivs, although they do warm 
them. 


animal. 


when fed upon a more fatty diet. 


Judge French opened the lectures of the twelfth 
day by a continuation of the subject of draining. 


He gave in a familiur manner, a condensed view 


of the system as laid down in his work, interspersed 
with simple illustrations and examples. 


He laid it down asa settled fact that ‘open 


dyains obstruct good husbandry.” 


much soil washed into them, bat, along with it, 


manure that at labor and expense has been ap- 
plied; their banks washing away, the bottoms get 


soon filled up, and require frequent cleaning out; 
and their sides and boundary strips afford a ref- 
uge to weeds, and a home to rats, mice, and oth- 
er vermin. 
the infiow of water to a field, they may be of use; 


and again, on very level land, a great canal-like 
ditch may be employed, in lieu of a natural wa- 
ter-course, to receive the drainage of a farm ; but 


these are the exceptions to a general rule. 


He then went into a description of the different 
kinds of drains, the advantages and dieadvan- 
tages of which were fully discussed. The conclu- 
sion of the whole matter, sanctioned by experi- 
ence is, that tile drains are by fur the best, and 
of the several kinds of tiles, the pipe tiles are 


preferable for the following reasons: 
No tiles are burned, without warping and un- 
usual shrinking; now the ends should be well 


fitted together, und no kind but pipe-tile can be 


turned over to make good fits, one with another, 
and still be right side up. This is the objection 
to the sole-tile, made at Albany and elsewhere, 
and largely employed. They must be set sole 
down, and if the lot purchased be much warped, 


& straight water course can not be insured, and 
the drain is correspondingly unreliable. “The ob- 
ection to ‘“‘horse-shoe’’ tile, is, that in a soft 


W hen in a state of rest, the muscular and 
nervous tissues are but little wasted, but the fat 
is consumed in heating. When, however, an ox 
or man labors, or a man thinks, the muscular and 
nervous substance is consumed. A good warm 
stable, or other means of giving external heat to 
our animals, 18a much cheaper way to maintain 
the requisite animal heat than to overfeed with 
corn and oats. Oil is a necessary ingredient in 
food, and the addition of fatty matter, when not 
naturally present in sufficient quantity in it, helps 
digestion and thus promotes the growth of the 
A German farmer proved this by feed- 
ing some stock on food that contained but little 
oily matter, and comparing their daily weight 
with the greater weight they afterward attained 


His reason are 
that open ditches occupy much land needlessly ; 
they cause constant turning at headlands ; their 
influence on the area of soil is not uniform, as 
the parts nearest them are dried while the rest is 
left as wet as ever; in heavy rains not only is 


Sometimes, as ‘‘headers’’ to cut off 


mitted through the joints. . 


water gets into the tile. 


squares of their diameter. 


4 inches, a 3-inch 9, and so on. 


might as well have no tiles beneath it. 
inch bore is the smallest. 

In the afternoon lectures were delivered by Mr. 
Tucker, and by Prof. Wm. II. Brewer. 

Mr. Tucker continued his accuunt of the large 
farm and farmeries he visited during his late tour 
in Great Britain. Many of these were on a large 
scale farm of 1000 and 2000 acres, and atan outlay 
of money that would astonish us here in Ameri- 
ca. One of them wasa Mr. Torr, at Alesby, in 
Lincolnshire, a noted shorthorn breeder. He cul- 
tivates about 2,100 acres, mostly of ‘‘fen’’ land, 
although not of that lower kind requiring drain- 
age by steam or wind power. He was an ardent 
believer in deep drainage, and had spent during 
the year before not less than $10,000 for oil-cake, 
guano, and artificial manures. He had 500 acres 
in wheat, 250 in barley, 1000 in oats, 415 in mar- 
igolds and turnips, 335 in artificial, and the re- 
mainder in permanent grass. He annuaily shears 
about 2,000 sheep, and has an annual show and 
*‘letting’’ of breeding ‘‘tups.’’ His average crop 
of wheat is nearly 40 bushels per acre (say 36 to 
38), bad years with good, and he thought that 
the whole county would be from 30 to 32. 

An interesting account was given of his visit to 
Mr. Horsefall, and here is an example which can 
be followed by many of our 100 acre farmers. 
His experiments and system of dairy hushandry, 
and feeding have been published, and attracted 
much attention. Mr. Tucker gave a minute ac- 
count of the.fields, meadow and pasture, of his 
farm buildings, his dairy room, &c. Upon not 
quite 60 acres of land he was keeping the fullow- 
ing stock: 

Heifers and Bullocks 21] Old Sheep . 
Milch Cows - 30| Lambs. 
Likewise 4 pigs, 2 horses and a pony. 
Being a total, small cattle and large, of 218 head. 
His practice cannot be regarded as less instructive 
than his essays have been, and the two, consulted 
together, furnish facts of universal value and 
hints as well capable of being turned to good ac- 
count here as in England. 


A two- 


- 64 
- 103 





SHELTERING MANURE. 
In the discussions of the Maine Board of Agri- 


culture during their session jast passed, the ques- 
tion of sheltering manure was discussed. 


for sheltering manure, because the manure would 
not undergo decomposition eo readily, if stored in 


a storm came. 
This is a mistake, for he thinks it best to use 


it, were thus: 


which annually visited the ground, whatever fell 


furnished. Of these two methods Mr. M. liked 
the old the best, because manure, to be servicea- 


which water was essential. He had appligd ma- 


planting was absorbed by it, leaving vegetation 


the manure in the cellar and supply it with as 
much water as it would retain without leaking, 
so that the neceseary fermentation shall take 
place. To this add the stuff about the farm. 
Even rotten pine logs were not to be despised. 
They were worth balfa dollar a cord at least as 
they lie. Mr. M. believed that for the first crop 
& compound of manure and mud in equal parts, 





quantity of manure taken from under the barn 
eaves. 

Those who have barn cellars into which they 
throw manure, find that the greatest trouble they 
have to encounter, is to prevent too rapid decom- 
position. The manure, if not carefully seen to, 
will heat too fast and too much, and sometimes 
become ** fire-fanged”’ as it is called. 

We find a good antid »te on this subject in the 


last month.) It is the relation of the experiments 
and experience of farmer B., who, from observa- 
tion came to the conclusion that sheltered manure 
was better than that which laid open to all kinds 
of exposure in the yards. So, it not being con- 


heaps. 














experiment is that ‘‘on his corn and barley 


same volume is condensed into tubular form, nar- 
rowed at the bottom. Thinking that water could 
not get into the close-fitted and close-textured 
tiles, many in Scotland in former times put a foot 
or 80 of small stones over their tile, and soil upon 
that. A foolish and expensive process this; for 
there is no trouble to get water into your insig- 
nificant looking drains—it takes care of that it- 
self ; the trouble has been to account for its won- 
derful impouring through such small orifices. 
-| Parkes, the great English drainer, states after ex- 
periments, that only 1-500 of the water gets 
through the pores of the tile ; the balance is ad- 


Some people not having experience in the busi- 
ness of tile draining are puzzled to know how the 
Water enters tile-drains 
at bottom, not at top; for the same reason that if 
you pour water into a cask of sand, with holes 
made in the sides at several hights, the lowest 
hole will discharge first, and the top one last. 
The capacity of pipe-tile is in proportion to the 
Thus, if an inch tile 
will carry 2 inches of water, a 2-inch will carry 
Inch tiles, there- 
fore, although perhaps large enough to hold all 
the water that we would discharge from our fields, 
are practically not large enough, for they become 
filled at say half way down the slope, and of 
course all the ground they pass through after that 


It has 
been stated by some that our friend Martin, of 
Androscoggin, objected to the use of barn cellars 


them, as it would do if it were kept out of doors 
where it would be filled with rain water whenever 


cellars, provided you give the manure enough to 
drink while there. His words as our reporter has 
“The old way of treating manures was to de- 
posit them under the eaves of the barn where 
they received, in addition to the four feet of water 
from the barn roof. The new way was to deposit 
in the barn cellar, where scarcely any water was 


ble, must undergo a process of decomposition to 


nures preserved in the new way, and found that 
all the water which fell for several weeks after 


to starve. <A better way, he believed, was to save 


and properly ‘‘cooked,"’ was equal to the same 


7th number of the Country Gentleman (16th of 


venient for him to build cellars, he built sheds 
over his barn windows to shelter his manure 


Thos prepared, the statement in regard to his 


‘‘saw that he could save the cost in a single shed, 
just in the expense of pitching and hauling out 
the water.’’ 

Both kinds were treated in the same manner— 
the crops were sowed, planted and cultivated the 
same on the portion manured with yard as with 
shed manure. But farmer B. said he did not 
need to wait until harvest to decide that he should 
shelter his manure hereafter. Where the shel- 
tered manure was applied, the corn and barley 
came up the soonest, und kept ahead all the sea- 
son. The cut worm worked less in the corn, and 
the barley seemed to escape all injury from in- 
secte—though where the yard manure was ap- 
plied, it suffered from the barley fly to a small 
extent. ‘The difference due solely to the difference 
in mgnure was plainly marked, and it was esti- 


gave a crop one-third the greatest. 

Farmer B, however, found the trouble to which 
we have alluded, viz: the heating or ‘+ fire-fang- 
ing’’ of the manure, and to prevent which, Mr. 
Martin recommends the application of as much 
water as wuuld have fallen upon it from the eaves 
of the barn had it not been sheltered. The editor 
of the Country Gentleman says that he adopted a 


they had rec»mmended not long since under the 
head of ‘‘Winter Management of Manure.’’ 
W hat this is, we shall copy from them in a future 
pumber. 





THE WARMTH OFf RIVERS AT THEIR 
MOUTHS. 

The mouths of rivers at the North that empty 
into the sea are generally open in the winter. Is 
this owing to the rise and fall of the tide, or are 
the waters there actaully warmer than elsewhere ? 
This has been a disputed point with some, and 
yet it is one which we suppose those who reside 
in the vicinity of the openings or mouths of such 
rivers could easily settle by a few well conducted 
experiments. 

It is laid down by Mr. Mudie, who some years 
ago published a volume on ‘‘Seas,”’ that river wa- 
ter, when it approaches the sea so as to become 
brackish, is warmer by two or three degrees than 
the water either of the sea itself, or in the river, 
and some have supposed that this circumstance is 
owing to the chemical action of the saline sub- 
stances in the sea or the fresh water. Whether 
Mr. Mudie or any one else has thoroughly tested 
the facts by thermometers, or he judges of the 
fact by general observation we do not know, but 
taking it fur granted, he goes on to consider it 
the cause of certain occurrences which are ob- 


mated that at harvest, the shed manured land! 


course of preventivn and preservation which | 


Thinking it important the List of Premiums 
offered on Crops for 1860, should be announced 
early, in order that the farmers might make pre- 
parations for competing, they took into consider- 
ation that Division of the Schedule first, and an- 
nounced the following List. 

E. Hotwes, Sec. M. S. Ag. Soc. 

Augusta, March 8, 1860. 


DIVISION III—CROPS. 
CLASS 1—GRAIN AND GRAIN CROPS. 
All specimens of grains and seeds receiving the first 
premiums, are to be left as the property of the Society. 
Grains. 








Sect. 1. For best bushel of winter wheat, $5; second 
do., 2. For best bushel spring wheat, 5; second do, 2. 
Sect. 2. For best bushel of Indian corn, in ears, $2; 
: second do, book. 
Sect. 3. For best bushel barley, 2; second do. book. 
Sect. 4. For best bushel oets, 2; second do, book. 
Sect. 5. For best peck early peas, 2; second do, book. 
Sect. 6. For best peck pole beans, 2; second do. book. 
Sect. 7. For best half bushel field beans, 2; second 
do, book. 
Sect. 8. For best bushel smooth buckwheat, 2; second 
do, book. For best busbel rough or India wheat, 2; 
| second do, book. 
| Sect. 9. For best lot garden seeds, (number of varie- 


ties, quantity and quality considered,) 5. 

All these grains and seeds are to be the growth of the 
| year 1860, and to be presented in a suitable form for 
preservation. 

Exrertments on Grain Crops. 

Competitors on Grain and Root Crops are required to 
give a statewent under oath, verified also by satisfactory 
evidence from disinterested parties, regarding the kind 
of soil—previous crop and condition—time when plow- 
ed—kiod and quantity of manure used, and mode of 
applying it—time and mode of planting, cultivating 
aod barvesting—variety of seed—amount of crop— 
number of days’ work, &c. 

Sect. 10. For best conducted experiment in raising 
the largest crop ef [ndian corn, at the least expense, on 
not less than one acre, $20; second do, 10; third do, 5. 

Sect. ll. For best conducted experiment in raising 
the largest crop of winter wheat at least expense, on 
not less than one acre, 15; second do, 10. 

Sect. 12. For bist conducted experiment in raising 
the largest crop of spring wheat, at least expense, on 
not less than one acre, 15; second do, 10. 

Sect. 13. For best conducted experiment in raising 
the largest crop of barley at least expense, on not less 
than one acre, on plowed land, 8; second do. 5. 

Sect. 14. For best condacted experimeat in raising 
the largest crop of rye (winter or spring) at least ex- 
pense, on not less than one acre, ou. pluwed land, 8; 
second do, 5. 

Sect. 15. For best conducted experiment in raising 
the largest crop of oats at least expense, on not less than 
one acre, on plowed Jand, 5; second do, 3. 

Sect. 16. For best conducted experiment in raising 
the largest crop of smooth or rough buckwheat at least 
expense, on not less than one acre, 5; second do, 3. 

Sect. 17. For best conducted experiment in raising 
the largest crop of mixed grains at least expense, on not 
less than one acre, 4; second do, 3. 

Sect. 18. For best conducted experiment in raising 
the largest crop of peas alone, at least expense, on not 
less than half an acre, 3; second do, on half an acre, 2. 

Sect. 19. For best conducted experiment in raising 
the largest crop of field beans at least expense, on not 
less than one acre, 3; second do, on half an acre, 2. 


CLASS 2—VEGETABLES. 
For best specimen of each of the following varieties, 
a book worth (not exceediag) $1. 
For best ten stalks of celery, ten stalks of rhubarb or 
pie-plant, twenty table turnips, twenty table carrots, 





served in such placesand notelsewhere. Thus he! 
supposes that eels and other kinds of fish, resort’ 
to estuaries on account of the warmth ; and he, 
adds that in the case of the eels, this heat brings, 
forward the spawn till it is ready to be deposited 
in the manner in which it is to be dune by the 
generality of oviparous fishee. He ‘considers 
this to be proved by the fact that the young eels 
are observed ascending the rivers in great num- 
bers, during the following season, while no young 
eel is, at the same time found, either descending 
the stream or crossing the river.’’ 

This quotation is not quite clear to our mind. 
We are not very conversant with Eelological sci- 
ence. .Very likely they are guided like other in- 
dividuals of animated nature by unchangeable in- 
stincte and fixed laws of their natures; but from 
what little we do know of them, we think their 
instincts and their mode of life are rather odd, to 
say the least of them. They will swim in clean 
water, or burrow in the mud. They sometimes 
leave the water in the night and come up among 
wet gra-s, for what purpose we know not. They 
come up from the ocean in many places in the 
full, while others of the fish tribe choose the 
spring. Weshould like to hear from some of our 
shore friends on the subject of the superior 
warmth of water at the mouth of rivers, and in 
regard to any ee/y facts which they may have 
discovered. 





WHERE SHALL THE NEXT STATE AGRI- 
CULTURAL SHOW BE HELD? 

The Trustees of the Maine State Agricultural 
Society are actively engaged in making prepara- 
tions preliminary to holding the next Show and 
Fair. The first move is to revise the premium 
list which they are now doing. Deeming advis- 
able that the list for premiums on crops should 
be laid before the farmers early in the season, 
they have finished this division of the schedule, 
and have it now published in this number of the 
Farmer. It will be seen that there are some lib- 
eral premiums offered, especially on root crops. 
We hope our farmers will compete strong for 
them. 

By refereuce to our advertising columns it will 
also be seen that the Trustees solicit proposals 
from those cities or towns that are desirous of 
baving the Show in their limits. It is necessary 
that these propositions be handed in by the 3lst 
inst., in order to be acted upon by the Trustees, 
who meet on the Tuesday following. 


SOLUBLE PHOSPHATES. 


A European chemist recommends the following 
formula for extracting the soluble phusphates 
from the mineral phosphate of lime: 

The mineral in a pulverized state is first treated 
with hydrochloric acid. This acid will dissolve 
out all the phosphates and carbonates of lime. 
The solution is then poured off gently, and treated 
in a centrifugal separating apparatus, which will 
clear off the silica. By the addition of ammonia, 
the phosphates are precipitated in a gelatinous 
condition. The liquor that 1s left may be con- 
centrated, if you wish to obtain the ammoniacal 
salts formed. 


CALL FOR YOUR PREMIUMS. 


Tho-e to whom premiums are due from the 
Maine State Agricultural Society as awarded to 
them at the last Fair, will be pleased to learn 
that they can receive them by calling on the 
Treasurer, Wm. T. Johngon, at the Granite 
Bank in this city. It will be necessary to either 
call yourself, or send a written order, authoriz- 











twenty table blood beets, twenty table parsnips, ten 
ruta bagas, twenty onions, six heads of cabbage, six 
heads of cauliflowers, twenty tomatoes, three marrow 
squashes, three Hubbard squashes, three watermelons, 
three muskmel: ns, three citrons, three pumpkins, twelve 
ears of sweet corn. 


CLASS 3—FRUITS AND HORTICULTURAL 
PRODUvTs. 

To obtain premiums, the fruit must in all cases be 
raised by the exhibitor and named and labelled. 

In awarding premiums, correct of lature, 
adaptation to general cultivation in this climate, as well 
as size, flavor and beauty, are to be considered. 

No fruit or flower is to be entitied to a premium, un- 
less it possesses points of superiority. The committee to 
have power to witbbold premiums unless meritorious, 
and to exclude inferior specimens from the fair. 

APPLES. 

Sect. 1. For best twelve varieties of apples, twelve 
specimens each, named and labelled, $8; second do, 5. 

Sect. 2. For beat dish of apples, twelve of one va- 
riety, named and labelled, and in eating condition, 3; 
second do, 2; third do, book. 

Sect. 3. For best bushel of autamn apples, one va- 
riety, 3; second do, 2; third do, book. 

Sect. 4. For best bushel of winter apples, one va- 
riety, 3; second do, 2; 7 do, book. 

EA 





RS. 

Sect. 5. For greatest variety and best grown pears, 
not less than six sorts of six specitnens each, named and 
labelled, $6; second do, 5. 

Sect. 6. For best dish of pears, twelve of one va- 
riety, named and labelled, and in eating condition, 3] 
second do, 2. 

Pius. 


Sect. 7. “For best basket, assorted, various kinds, 

named and labelled, $5; second do, 3; third do, book. 
Grapes. 

Sect. 8. For best three foreign varieties, grown under 
glass, three bunches each, named and labelled, $5; 
second do, 3; third do, book. 

9. For best three varieties of American origin, 
grown in open culture, three buoches each, named and 
labelled, 5; second do, 3. 

Sect. 10. For greatest variety and best grown grapes 
of American origin, (open culture,) not less than six 
varieties, named and labelled, 8; second do, 5. 

Sect. 11. For best specimen of grapes, one variety, 
of American origin, grown ia open culture, 3; second 
do, 2; third do, 1. 

FLowenrs. 

Sect. 12. For best display of cut flowers, and best 
kept up during the fair, 4; second do, 3; third do, 2; 
fourth do, 1. 

Sect. 13. For best pair of vase boquets, 4; second 
do, 3; third do, 2; fourth do, 1. 

Sect. 14. For best display of pot plants, not less than 
m - number, 4; second do, 3; third do, 2; fourth 

o, 1. 
Premiums for Girls under sixteen years of age. 

Sect. 1. For the best arranged and largest variety of 
flowers in one bouquet, book with $1; second do, 50c. 

Sect. 2. For the best boquet of flowers raised by the 
person presenting it, book; second do, 50c. 

Sect. 3. For the best display of pot plants, not less 
than six in number, book; second do, 50c. 

Sect. 4. For the best display of native flowers, with 
their names, book; second do, 50c 


CLASS 5—ROOT CROPS. 

A statement under oath must be prerented to the com- 
mittec, verified also by satisfactory evidence from dis- 
interested persons, giving information respecting kind 
of soil, previous crop, condition, time of plowing, kind 
and amount of manure used, when and how applied, 
time of planting, mode of culture, variety of used, 
nombef of days’ work, time of harvesting, and amount 
obtained. 

Sect. 1. For of potauochs 08 the onah vest in raising 
the largest crop of , at the least cost, on not less 
than one acre, $15; second do, 10; third do, 5. 

Sect. 2. For best conducted experiment in raising 
the largest crop of ruta bagas, at the least cost, on not 
less than one-half acre, 10; second do, 5. 

Sect.3. For best conducted experiment in raising the 
largest crop of carrots, at the least cust, on not less than 
one-fvurth of an acre, 10; second do, 5. 

Sect. 4. For best conducted experiment in raising the 
largest crop of mange! wurtzels, at the least cost, on not 
less than half an acre, 20; secund do, 10. 

Sect. 5. For best conducted experiment in raising the 
largest crop of sugar beet, at the least cost, on not less 
than half an acre, 20; second do, 10. 

Sect. 6. For best conducted experiment in raising the 
largest crop of flat turnips, at the least cost, on not less 
than one-fourth of an acre, 5; second do, 3. 

Sect. 7. For best conducted experiment io raising the 
largest crop of parsnips, at the least cust, on not less 
than one-fourth of an acre, 5; second do, 3. 

Sect. 8. For best conducted experiment in preventing 
the ravages of the onion fily—natural history of the fly 
to be given, 20. 

Sect. 9. For best condueted experiment in raising the 
largest crop of onions, on not less than half an acre, 20; 
second do, 10. 


CLASS 6—MISCELLANEOUS. 
Premiums for Boys under sizteen years of age. 
Sect. I. For best conducted experiment io raising the 
crop of corn on one-eighth of an acre, Stevens’ 





ing the bearer to sign a receipt for the same. 


Book of phe For: second do, Allen’s Farm Book. 
» Best. 2. best conducted experiment in raising the 





For the Maine Farmer. 
NORRIDGEWOCE FARMERS’ CLUB. 
The ample rooms of Mr. R. A. Davis, near 
La rone, were well filled this evening, and among 
the larger number present than usual of interest- 
ed and practical farmers, there wav also a good 
number of ladies. 


Wx. H. Taytor, Vice President in the chair. 
A letter was read from Mr. C. R. Vaughan, who 
was detained at home on account of sickness. 
The chairman then announced the subject as 
‘Sheep Husbandry,’’ and opened the conversa- 
tion by giving some general remarks in regard to 
the care of selecting Ewes for breeding—the im- 
portance of good feed—the influence of sun and 
warmth—the necessity of giving better feed where 
sheep first come to the barn in the fall, and epoke 
at some length upon the manner of preparing 
wool for market. A fleece of wool, done up into 
as small a compass as possible, would weigh more 
than if put up light. This fact was supported 
by several interesting. scientific statements. He 
considered a shed fur the winter protection of 
sheep, which was tight on the north and open on 
the south side to be a sufficient shelter. 

R. A. Davis had kept both the coarse and fine 
wooled, aed was well acquainted with their vari- 
ous qualities. He now had a cross of the native 
breed with the Spanish Merino. French Merino’s 
were not hurdy—mutton poor—would not own 
their lambs. In the course of his remarks he 
gave the substance of a conversation with a good 
farmer in another tewn, who kept the coarse 
wuol breed, whose flock numbered 20. and the av- 
erage per head was 3 Ibs. of wool, which sold for 
, 38 cts. per pound, making $22.80. From the 20 
| sheep he raised 16 lambs which were sold fur two 
dollars per head, amounting to $32,00; making 
a total of $54,80. The sheep would eat three 
| pounds of hay per day. Mr. Davis then gave an 
laccount of his own flock as a comparison. They 
were the fine wovled, 42 in number, and the aver- 
age clip per head was 44 Ibe. This wool brought 
42 cts. per pound, amounting to $74,97. Of his 
;\fluck 27 were ewes, from which he raised 25 
lambs ; these were not sold, but he valued them 
| at $2.00 per head, thus making a total of $124,- 
97. He had weighed the hay fed oyt to them, 
and fouud that they consumed, onan average, 24 
lbs. per day. By following out this comparative 
cost, he had found that 264 of the fine wool, 
could be kept as cheap as 20 of the coarse wool ; 
making the difference in cost of keeping, value of 
wool, &c., to be $40 in the course of a year. 
This, Mr. Davis considered quite an item. 

Joun Tinsetts spoke at some length on the 
subject. Had a flock of 33 fine wool sheep, which 
averrg‘d him 34 lbs. of wool per head, which 
sold fur 45 cts. per pound. From the flock he 
usually raised 20 lambs ; considered March as the 
best time to have them dropped. He thought 
farmers were not particular enough in keeping 
sheep. It was his practice to change the feed ol- 
ten, give them potatoes twice each week, and keep 
salt hy them. It was his opinion that 10 sheep, 
well kept, would yield a more profitable return 
than more, poorly cared for. 

Isaac Powers had a fluck of one-quarter blood 
Alpacca sheep, the average clip per head of which 
was 4 lbs. One advantage of keeping coarse 
wooled sheep was the greater amount of manure, 
which, on his farm—a light soil—was of consider- 
able importance. He kept sheep from necessity, 
and kept them poor ; and could not, as Mr. Tib- 
betts could, change the food, but gave them a mix- 
ture of meadow hay and brakes. This brought out 
@ general oproar from all present, but it should he 
remembered that the common sheep brake, (atha- 
grium Feliz fenina, of botanists, sometimes 
called Lady Fern,y makes one of the best forage 
plants for sheep. They will eat it in preference 
to clover, (Tripolium repens.) —Reporter. Mr. 
Powers went on to say that he thought a /ittle 
provender would do sheep no good, as it made 
them restless and uneasy, and they would always 
follow you round, and run towards you whenever 
the yard was entered. He salted his sheep about 
twice during the winter, and preferred to have 
lambs dropped in May. Mr. Powers’ remarks 
were eminently practical, and were listened to 
with careful attention. 

An interesting feature of the meeting came in 
here. In regular course the turn came to Mr. 
Rurvs Davis, father of our host, and now nearly 
77 years of age; and ina few words upon the 
subject, he received the close attertion and pro- 
found respect of all present. He said that fifty 
years ago, a sheep was a sheep, no regard was 
given to breeding, and no care taken of them. 
They ran in the yard with cattle in winter, and 
half of them got killed by spring ; now we keep 
them in a yard by themeelves. Then I could 
shear 40 in a day; late years not more than 20. 
Then 2 lbs. wasa large ficece ; now 4 or 4} is an 
average. Then the wool was cuarse and worth- 
less ; now it is fine and valuable. 

Harvow Kitcore mede some excellent remarks 
comprehending an account of his experience with 
this branch of farm stock, He had formerly 
kept both the coarse and the fne wooled, and had 
now what is known as the Woodstock or Perley 
breed. The average amount of worl per head 
was 4 lbs., and he always received as much per 
pound as those who kept finer wool, with one ex- 
ception, and had got but 4 cts. per pound less 
than the wool of the famous Wheeler sheep. In 
the course of his remarks Mr. Kilgore spoke at 
some length upon the kind of feed best for win- 
ter—referred to the theory of breeding—noticed 
the difference in the price of wool—made some 
observations upon the best age for wool and mut- 
ton, all of which were highly useful, but we are 
sorry that we have not space enough to give a de- 
tailed report of the gentleman’s statements. 

Joun Tupsy oceupied a portion of the evening, 
giving the details of his manner of keeping, feed- 
inge@nd general management, and referred more 
particularly than others had done, to the value of 
sheep in renovating land. He pastared with 
sheep three years and then plowed up. Had fed 
beans with good results. 

C. F. Boarpuaw had a flock of choice sheep, s 














Remarks were made by other members present, 
but we have no space to give details here. The 
chairman deposited with the Recording Secretary 
a sample of No. 9 wire, from which his wire fence 
was made, as described in a former report. The 
piece was 164 feet in length, and weighed one 
pound. It was voted to have a report of our do- 
ings published in the Maine Farmer and Republi- 
can Clarion. 

The club meets March 6th, with Mr. Wm. H. 
Taylor on the Augusta road. Suhject—*What 
branch of farming pays best, locally considered.’’ 
On Tuesday March 13th, the club meets with Mr. 
Isaac Powers, near Martin’s stream. Subject— 
**Best preparation of ground for boed crops.”’ 

After testing the merits of Mr. Davis’ apples, 
the complimentary vote of thanks to our host was 
proposed by Mr. Powers, and the adjournment 
wade. REPORTER. 

February 28th, 1860. 


LETTERS FROM THE PROVINCES.—No 18. 


Mr. Epiror :—Of the Christmas holidays, and 
the manner of observing them in this country, I 
have alreadyepoken. I will now say a few words 
about New Year's day, which is the last day of 
the feast. The shops and counting-rooms are 
closed as on Christmas day, and all secular busi- 
ness suspended, that all clasees may participate in 
the sucial festivities of the occasion. Christmas 
day has always been kept as a day of general ju- 
bilee by the English ; and there is nosubject upon 
which the poets and writers of England have al- 
ways dwelt with so much enthusiasm as upon the 
games and divereions—the social cheer and gen- 
erous bounties of merry Christmas. With them 
it is an occasion for the exchange of home affec- 
tions, and the gifts of love between members of 
the family circle and dear friends, as expressive of 
the spirit of that religion of whose advent it is 
the anniversary, and which was designed to sof- 
ten and fraternize all hearts. 

The English, at home and abroad, keep this 
festive season, in the true spirit of it, more than 
any other people on earth. I have already given 
your readers a faint idea of its observance in gen- 
erous hospitalities, friendly greetings and liberal 
presents as tokens of friendship and religious cer- 
emonies, and will now remark that this feast of 
social cheer is closed by an appropriate and sig- 
nificant observance of its last, or New Year's day. 
Christmas day is devoted to the immediate cir- 
cle of family and friends, but christianity was 
designed to enlarge this circle till the whole race 
constitute one family circle, and all hearts beat 
in happy unison, and in accordance with this de- 
sign, New Year’s day is spent in forming new 
acquaintances, and enlarging the list of personal 
friends. It is here as in England, a social gala 
day—not for sleigh rides, parties, balls and such 
like—but for quiet and extensive visiting (if a 
call of five minutes may be called a visit). No 
lady is expected to be on the streete on New Year's 
day, but at home in her parlor, and ready to re- 
ceive her gentleman acquaintances as they shall 
call, one after another. Nor isa gentleman ex- 
pected to be seen at home on this day; he is to 
make his round of calls, and the larger his list, 
the more worthy is he considered of special atten- 
tion. The ceremonies of these calls are very sim- 
ple and may be learned, even by a green Yankee, 
in a very short time. First, a gentle ring of the 
bell or rap on the door which brings a servant 
who invites the visitor into the parlor, where sits 
in state, the lady of the house with her female 
attendant. Second, if a stranger, an introduc- 
tion, shaking of hands and passing the compli- 
ments of the season, usually in these words :— 
“The compliments of the season, with many hap- 
py returns of the same,’’ to which there is a short 
response of “thank you sir,”’ or ‘‘the same to 
you sir,”’—a few common place remarks follow 
about the weather, and then the wine and cake 
are passed, and the business of the call is com- 
pleted. Third, arise to depart, shake hands, and 
pass on to the next name on the list. 

Your correspondent has resided tn this Prov- 
ince three years, but bas never ventured to adopt 
the custom of the country, and call at large, up- 
on his female acquaintances and neighbors, until 
the present season. In fact, he has regarded the 
custom as rather uncivil, although his own house 
has been kept open, and from twenty to fifty call- 
ers received by his wife and daughter. This sea- 
son I was invited to accompany a friend on his 
round of calls, and after having overcome the na- 
tional trait of timidity and bashfulness, I enjoyed 
the excitement ‘*hugely,’’ and after having com- 
pleted the beat of between thirty and forty calle, 
resolved to be on hand when the morning of the 
next New Year shall open its light upon the 
world. J now regard the custom as one worthy 
to be honored by a conscientious observance, and 
handed down to posterity. My calls were upon 
all classes and conditions of society, and in every 
instance was I greeted with smiles of joyous wel- 
come. It is, indeed, a custom of cheering and 
happy influences upon the social character of the 
people. It isa custom of jabilee, sacred to friend- 
ship, and calculated to break down the social bar- 
riers that everywhere exist in society. I feel that 
I have lost much of real neighborly enjoyment by 
neglecting the opportunities affurded me in this 





commencing the New Year is worthy of general 
adoption. 

In connection with this custom of extensive 
calling on New Year's day, I will name another, 
peculiar to this country. In the States, friends 
and strangers shake hands upon meeting only, 
and upon parting, merely touch the beaver and 
repeat a few words of ‘‘good-bye,”” &c. Here 
the principal shaking of hands takes place at the 
parting. If friends meet ten times a day, they 
always shake hands at parting. There is signifi- 
cance in this. 

1n conversing with an intelligent Englishman 
upon this custom, I was let into the mystery of it. 
Said he—*‘You Americans always receive stran- 
gers with the outstretched hand, before you know 





whether you will wish to continue the acquaint- 
ance or not, and then you part without any sign 
by which you may mutually know that the ac- 


,quaintance is agreeable, and may be continued ; 


social custom so long asI did. This manner of 


my Yankee timidity does not cause me to forget 
it. The people of the Provinces are a remarka- 
bly social people, as their customs indicate. Per- 
haps they are a little more formal upon first ac- 
quaintance than the Americans, but, after the 
formalities are over, they are eminently social, 
and preeminently coarteous to strangers. Such 
has been my experience, and sol report. 4G. 





For the Maine Farmer. 
THE USE OF SALT AS A FERTILIZER. 
Mr. Eprror :—There may be some of the read- 
ers of your valuable paper who would like to 
read some facts in regard to the use of salt as a 
fertilizer. Believing that it is a very valuable ar- 
ticle for the farm if rightly understood, 1 have 
concluded that I would give what information I 
possessed, to the readers of the Farmer. 

In the first place I will give the old English 
method of using salt when they put their land 
down to grass, and then my own experiments for 
the last thirty years ; then I will bring forward 
a witness, whose evidence will have great weight 
in substantiating the fact of the great benefit de- 
rived from the use of salt as a fertilizer. 

When [ was quite young I took up an old pam- 
phiet, and, in looking it over I noticed that it 
gave an account of the old English method of 
laying their ground down to grass, and, among 
many other things, the writer made this state- 
ment, viz :—That the farmers of England plowed 
or harrowed in seven bushels of salt to the acre, 
and the result was—they got a heavy crop of hay 
for ten years. 

My first farm consisted of only one acre. This 
land had been plowed and planted quite a num- 
ber of years. I planted potatoes the first year, 
and got but a emall crop of emall scurvy ones, 
very similar to those raised in chip muck. The 
next year I planted potatoes again, on the same 
piece, and as they were coming up or pushing the 
ground up, I dropped a handful of Liverpool 
salt on the top of each, bill, being careful not to 
drop the salt on the stalks or tops, if any were 
above ground. When these potatoes were har- 
vested we found them of good size, very nice, 
smooth and clean. Since we have been troybled 
so much with the potatoe rot I have planted my 
potatoes on dry ground, and have used salt in the 
way described above to good advantage, and from 
long experience, Iam satisfied that it isa great 
preventive of the rot. 

Since living in Readfield I broke up a field hav- 
ing a swale about one rod wide, running across 
one corner. I planted potatoes on both sides of 
this swale ; on one side I put manure in the hill 
and on the other side, put in rock salt. When 
we harvested them we found those where the ma- 
nure was put, two-thirds rotten, and where the 
salt was put, perfectly sound, smooth and clean, 
and there never was the least appearance of rot 
about them, although they were the long reds, (a 
kind that is very apt to rot.) 

Three years ago I broke up two-thirds of an 
acre of poor land, and not having any common 
stable manure to put on it, I sowed on (after har- 
rowing over once), eight bushels of salt, and then 
harrowed it in and planted potatoes and peas. 
They came up as strong and grew as rank as they 
would have done had there been a heavy coat of 
dressing plowed in. 

I have used salt, occasionally, for many years 
on my corn, putting it on the hill before hoeing, 
as we doashes. A few years since! planted a 
piece of corn of about one acre. Op one-third I 
put ashes, one third plaster and on the other third 
salt. When the cornstalk was fully grown, I 
took a friend into the field, and, viewing the corn 
at a distance, (my friend not knowing of my ex- 
periments,) I asked him what part of that field 
he thought looked the best, and he immediately 
pointed to that part where the salt was put on. 
The salt was put on to the poorest part of the 
ground. From experiments! am fully satisfied 
that it is not good policy to put salt in the hill, 
either by itself or mixed with composts, it being 
too strong for the young roots. 

Owing to my limited means I have not been en- 
abled to make a thorough experiment with salt in 
laying my ground down to grass, but I will here 
introduce a witness, whose unwilling testimony 
will have great weight : 

Tt is well known by every man in the vicinity 
of Readfield Corner, that one of our merchants 
or traders, more properly speaking, almost inva- 
riably cate a very heavy crop of hay, and gener- 
ally two crops each season. A few years since I 
went to this trader to get some salt to put on my 
corn. He wanted to know what use I was going 
to putit too? I told him that I was going to 
put in on my land. Says he, it wont do any good 
will it? I told him that I thought it would, and 
then I gave him an ‘account of the English meth- 
od of using salt, (to which I referred above.) 
He answered me in these words, viz :—‘* That is 
the very secret why I get so much hay. And then 
he told me how he used it. He said that he put on 
six bushels to the acre, and harrowed it ip before 
sowing his grain and grass seed. 

There is one peculiar feature in the effects of 
salt when put into the ground, it serves to make 
the ground very light and mellow. I have no- 
ticed when I pot salt in the hill, that it would 
pulverize the ground through to the top, and 
thought at first, it was the work of the ants, but 
found, on examination, it was caused by the agit. 

I have given three different experiments to 
show the many ways that salt can be used, and if 
you tiink any of them are worth anything you 
can use them as it seemeth good. 

Srorzr Preacs. 





ARTIFICIAL LIGHT ON VEGETATION. 
In answer to an inquiry on. this subject, a corres- 
pondent of the London Builder states : onl 
“I planted vegetables in a place where 

light could not penetrate, over which I suspended 
a parafiine oil lamp, with » reflector to throw the 
light upon the plant. They bave grown up 
beautiful dark green. 1 have aleo lighted a 
green-house with lamps every night, and find it 
not only increases vegetation bat gives a beautiful 
deep tinge to the plants.” ; 
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WEATHEROLOGIOAL. 

Mrs. Partington thought it was fortunate for 
us that we always have some sort of weather.— 
We think the conclusion of the old lady a very 
sensible one. Probably no subject is more talked 
about than the weather, and no phenomenon of 
nature is so little understood, and the causes of 
which are so inscrutably hidden to mortals, as 
the changes of the weather. That there must be 
causes for every change, none willdeny. If these 
causes do not depend upon regular lawe, the phe- 
nomena resulting from them are different from 
all the other operations of nature. That these 
causes operate over a large extent of space, can 
easily be conceived, and it is probably owing to 
this wide-spread field of action that we are igno- 
rant of the laws governing them. Certain indi- 
cations around us, and within the scope of our 
vision, may foretell a change of the weather soon, 
but the moving causes of these coming changes, 
thus shadowed forth, may be thousands of miles 
away. Indeed, the action of the elements in 
China, on the other side of the globe, may finish 
their final results in Maine. The indications we 
may perceive, while the real movements producing 
them may thus be unseen, and therefure unknown 
tous. The uses that are now being made, at the 
Smithsonian [nstitute, of the magnetic telegraph, 
by which, at certain hours of the day, a report 
from different parts of the Continent is made of 
the weather, temperature, &c.,&c., may, in time, 
lead us to practical knowledge of great value in 
developing the laws which govern the weather, 
which 1s now proverbiully the most /awless of all 
things. But before any very safe conclusions can 
be drawn from a comparison of the reports thus 
made, we ought to have telegraphe all over the 
globe, and so connected that simultaneous reports 
can be made once or twice per day. In this way, 
man can virtually stretch his eye all over our. 
sphere, and hy thus viewing the whole field, be 
much more likely to trace out the connection be- 
tween cause and effect than at present. 

It is interesting to look over works on meteo- 
rology of ancient and modern date. In the 
ancient prognostications of the weather, the moon 
was accused of being a strong agent in nearly all 
the changes, good or bad. It was, and still is, 
conceded that the moon, by its attraction, has the 
power of throwing up the waters of the ocean in 
the furm of tides, as she passes along her orbit. 
This being granted, it is as safe to conclude that 
she also throws the atmosphere into accumula- 
tions in the same way, and‘that we therefore have 
aerial tides, or tides in the air as well as in the 
sea. Granting this, it is very easy to go a little 
further on and attribute the condition of the 
weather to the same agent, and thus the everlast- 
ing moon is an everlasting weather breeder. 
Virgil, in his Georgics, thus gives the theory of 
lunar influences, that obtained in his day, and 
which indeed continues*to be embraced as truth 
at the present day : 


“Observe the daily circle of the sun, 

And the short year of each revo'ving moon, 

By them thou shalt foresee the following day, 
Nor shall a starry night thy hopes betray. 

When first the moon appears, if then she shrouds 
Her silver crescent, tipped with sable clouds, 
Conclude she bodes a tempest on the main, 

And brews for fields impetuous floods of rain; 
Or, if her face with fiery flushing glow, 

Expect the rattling winds aloft to blow. 

But four nights old—for that’s the surest sign— 
With sbarpened horns if then she glorious shine, 
Next day, nor only that, but all the moon, 

Till ber revolving race be wholly run, 

Are void of tempests both by land and sea, 

And sailors in the port their promised vows shall pay.” 


According to this, at the time of the new moon, 
- if it be cloudy, she is brewing a storm; if she 
show a red, fiery face, she is bound to blow up a 
high wind ; butif, at the fourth night, she shines 
out bright and ‘glorious,’’ it will be fair, not 
only next day but during the whole moon. 

These indications are, we think, more poetical 
than philosophical. They lead our weather 
prophets to prophecy from the indication, rather 
than from causes further back, and so the weath- 
er is still a subject of guessing, and meteorology 
too much of a guess-work science. 





Seat or GovernmENT Question. It will be 
noticed in the Congressional proceedings, that 
Senator Grimes of Iowa, proposes the removal of 
the seat of government from Washington. In 
huuble imitation of this august movement, the 
city of Portland hag sent to our Legislature the 
following communication : 

City or Portianp. In Board of Mayor and 
Aldermen, Feb. 17, 1860. Ordered, That the 
Mayor be, and he hereby is, authorized and em- 

»wered in bebalf of this city, to tender to the 

xecutive and L-gislative Departments of the 
State of Maine, the use of such portion of the 
new city building in this city, as may be neces- 
sary for the accommodation of the Governor, 
Council, Legislature and the officers of the sev- 
eral Departments of the State government ; such 
use to be free of all charge fur rent for such time 
as it vy J be occupied. 

And the Mayor is hereb 
and execute a lease or bond to the State, on the 
above terms. Attest: Wu. Born, City Clerk. 

Upon this a committee has been appointed. In 
view of its date and the visit of the Legislature 
to that city on March Ist, we suggest for consid- 
eration the instructive language of Mary Howitt: 


“Will on welt into my parlor?” said the Spider to 
the Fly, 

“«’Tis the prettiest little parlor that ever you did apy; 

The way intogny parlor is up a winding stair, 

And I’ve many curious things to show when you are there. 


empowered to make 


‘I'm sure you must be weary, dear, with soaring up so 


Zo; 

Will you rest upon my little bed ?” said the Spider to 
the Fly. 

“There are pretty curtains drawn around; the sheets 
are fine and thin, 

And if you like to rest awhile, J'll snugly tuck you in.” 


Said the cunning Spider to the Fly, ‘‘ Dear friend, what 
can I do . 


To prove the warm affection I’ve always felt for you? 

I have githin my pantry, good store of all that’s nice; 

I’m sure ea very welcome—will you please to take a 
slice 


“« Sweet creature !” said the Spider, ‘‘ you’re witty and 
you're wise, 

How handsome are you're gauzy wings, how brilliant are 
you’re eyes ! 

I’ve a little looking-glass upon my parlor shelf, 

If you'll step in one moment, dear, you shall behold 
yourself.” 

The moral we leave to others to draw, presum- 
ing, however, that the reply to the present invi- 
tation will be : 


°F noe you, gentle sir—indeed, for what you're pieased 
say, 
And bidding you good morning now,” J don’t believe’ 
*twould pay! 





Es The Committee of the Legislature on peti- 
tion of Wm. A. Drew, have reported a bill. A 
timiliar report will probably be made upon peti- 
tion of Capt. Isaac Gage for land. The Capt. is 
an old veteran of the wars and has rendered his 
country good service on the seas. His patriotism 
has been something more than ‘‘sympathy.’’ Be- 
sides, his ancestors lost a valaable ‘nigger’ at 
the battle of Bunker’s Hill, a fact, the like of’ 
which, we think Bro. Drew cannot boast, and/ 
which is certainly worthy to be taken into the 
account, though we believe the Capt. is too mod- 
est to base his claim upon this ground. 


To rut Dear. Dr. Young has mades change 








in his advertisement—whioh see. 


THE MAINE FARMER: AN AGRICU 


MANUFACTURES. 

We are glad to learn that another large cotton 
factory is to be erected at Lewiston the coming 
season. Its length is to be 534 feet, width 74 
feet, four stories high, and is to contain 40,000 
spindles. 

We had hoped that some such work might have 
been going forward in our city this year. The 
water power afforded by the dam is unsurpassed 
by any of the various privileges in the State, and 
is susceptible of a much greater degree of im- 
provement than the present, while the experience 
of the existing cotton mill has demonstrated the 
fact that there is no place in New England where 
goods can be manufactured at cheaper rates. The 
site and power for another mill could undoubted- 
ly be procured at very low figures, and we be- 
lieve that a well directed effort at the present 
time would secure the erection of such a mill. 
The Kennebec Company baying but 10,000 spin- 
dies have, as we are informed, within the last 
year, manufactured 3,680,000 yards of cloth upon 
which the profit above the cost of material and 
manufacture was nearly $40,000, and that upon 
a comparison with other mills in this State and 
elsewhere, it was found that but one other mill 
had reduced the cost of manufacture to so low a 
price per yard, and this was by no means the re- 
sult of reducing wages below a proper standard. 
The locality is a favorable one for procuring em- 
ployees, and for them to procure board and oth- 
er necessaries of life at reasonable prices. 

We desire to see the water power here improved 
to its utmost, and thas to witness increased pros- 
perity. The Kennebec Company has now be- 
come the owner of the whole property, not for 
purposes of speculation, but for improvement. It 
has already erected a large saw-mill upon the 
East side, with a gang-saw, and clapboard, lath, 
shingle machines, &c., and has it in contempla- 
tion to erect a machine shop also upon the same 
side, similar in some respects to that upon the 
West side. We hope they will do this. We 
learn, too, that Allen Lambard, Exsq., is to erect 
a flouring mill during the present season, near 
the factory. A corporation has also been formed 
for the purpose of manufacturing cotton, wool, 
wood, iron, &¢., which, it is to be hoped, will 
result in accomplishing the beneficial enterprises 
which its charter contemplates. The manufac- 
ture of wooden ware might be extensively carried 
on in all its various branches, great and small, to 
good advantage, and we trust that the present 
proprietors will make a vigorous effort to induce, 
by liberal terms and otherwise, the development 
of the superior advantages which their water 
power possesses for almost every kind of manu- 
factures. 

Situated as our city is in the heart of a fine 
agricultural region, itself beautifully located, 
and remarkably healthy, possessed of such facili- 
ties fur becuming a large manufacturing city, 
there is no reason why, with suitable efforts, it 
should not shortly resound with the hum of many 
thousand spindles, and the merry music of wheel 
and hammer, and become the home of thousands 
of contented and prosperous working men and 
women. Who will take hold and make it so? 





Suppen Departure. Our citizens were pair- 
fully surprised one day last week by the intelli- 
gence that Albert B. Hall, had sold out his store 
and other property, ina hurried manner, and 
had leit for parts unknown, with the amount of 
money raised thereby. 

Mr. Hall, in July last became of age, and came 
into possession of nearly $30,000 in cash or its 
equivalent. He was married shortly before this, 
and has evidently spent freely, and lived fast, but 
that he can have run through with so large a sum 
seems incredible. There are various rumors 
afloat iv relation to the occasion of Mr. H’s leav- 
ing thus suddenly, but we are unable to trace 
them to any certainty of fact. 





Correction. Ia our last we mentioned the 
death of Mr. Moses Boynton of Monmouth who 
was accidentally shot, as being occasioned by 
carelessness. We have been told by a sister of 
his that the account he gave previous to his 
death was this: He was standing in his corn house 
door and set his gun by the door post when it 
slid down and as it was falling he caught it near 
the muzzle when the lock struck the door sill and 
it went off discharging the contents in his 
stomach. 





Axnotuer Lever 1n Winturop. Levees seem to 
be the order of the day, or rather of the evening, 
recently. The Congregational Suciety of Win- 
throp held a Levee in the Town Hall on Friday 
evening last. It was attended by a large multi- 
tude, who highly enjoyed themselves. Music, 
tableaux, addresses from several individuals, re- 
freshments, and other innocent recreation passed 
the hours along cheerfully and pleasantly, and 
all ratired much the better, both in body and 
spirit, for the social festivities they had enjoyed. 





Warervitte Cottecr. At a meeting of the 
class of °63, the following gentlemen were elected 
as class officers, fur the festival which occurs in 
August next. Pres. Henry J. Cushing, Skowhe- 
gan; Vice Pres. Fred. A. Metcalf, Damariscotta ; 
Orator, Henry M. Bearce, Hebron; Poet, Joseph 
T. Hallett, West Waterville; Toast Master, T. J. 
Neal, Wolwich ; Committee of Arrangements, 
Nathaniel Meader, Rochester, N. H.; John C. 
Gray, South China; and G. L. Holmes, Ellsworth. 





Newsparer Coance. The Portland Transcript 
of last week, contains the valedictory of Mr. E. 
P. Weston, who retires from the paper and enters 
upon the duties of State Superintendent of 
Schools, to which he has been appointed by the 
Governor. We dre sorry to lose Mr. W. from 
the corps editorial, but are glad to know that his 
ability and usefulness will only be transferred to 
another sphere of labor for the benetit of the 
State. 





Yours's Tewpgrance Visitor. The first num- 
ber of Br. Vose’s little monthly, devoted to the 
Temperance culture of the Young, has made its 
appearance. It is neatly printed, and its con- 
tents are unexceptionably interesting and useful. 


} Published in Rockland by Z. Pope Vose at 25 cts. 


per year. Every town in the State ought to 
make up a club of subscribers. 





Levers. The ladies of the Freewill Baptist 
Society in this city, will hold a Levee at Win- 
throp Hall this (Tuesday) evening. We hope a 
liberal patronage will be extended to them. 

The Congregational Society in this city, also 
hold their Levee at Winthrop Hull, on Thursday 
evening. 





0@"The full-blood stock recently purchased by 
Allen Lambard Esq., mentioned by us a few weeks 
since, reached this city on Mondvy in good con- 
dition. It consists of a Devon cow and bull and 
two South-down ewes, all very handsome animals. 





gar” See the advertisement of Worcester's Great 
Dictionary—the completest and most comprehen- 
sive work of the kind in the world, according to 
the testimony of those best qualified to form un 
opinion. No literary or business man ought to 
be without it. : 


Past Day. The Governor has appointed Thurs- 
day, April 5th, asa day of public Humiliation, 





Fasting and Prayer. 





Acrnt mm Paturs. Seward Dill, Esq., of 
Phillips will hereafter act aa agent of the Maine 
Farmer in Phillips, Franklin County. Payment 


MUNICIPAL BLEOTION. 
The vote in this city on Monday for Mayor, 
and on the Bridge Loan Bill, stood as follows : 

Maror-————.__ —Loan Bir 

Cony. Smith & Scat. Yeas. Nays. 

l ll 175 49 
198 
197 
30 
110 
122 
119 
61 951 

North’s maj., 119. Maj. for Loan bill, 754. 

The following officers were elected in the sev- 
eral wards : : 

Warp 1. Warden, Frederic Wingate; Clerk, 
Oliver Turner; Alderman, Charles F. Potter ; 
Councilmen, John Fifield, Jr., E. G. Doe, A. P. 
Philbrook ; Constable, Frederic Tibbetts. 

Warp 2. Warden, Albert T. Beale; Clerk, 
Eben Sawyer ; Alderman, Alvin Fogg ; Council- 
men, Thomas Wadsworth, H. M. Leighton, M 
P. Faught; Constable, Wm. H. Kimball. 

Warp 8. Warden, Eben Packard; Clerk, 
Frederick Aborn ; Alderman, Orren Williamson; 
Councilmen, J. G. Phinney, Charles Kempton, 
John Fitield ; Constable, James Safford. 

Warp 4. Warden, Charles Dutton; Clerk, 
George L. Guoir ; Alderman, Thomas Fuller ; 
Councilmen, Isaac Mason, Horatio Pinkham, and 
one vacancy, owing to a tie vote; Constable, 
George W. Lancaster. 

Warp 5. Warden, H. L. Cushing; Clerk, J. 
F. Gannett ; Alderman, J. W. Patterson ; Coun- 
cilmen, Wm. H. Libbey, Thos. C. Hoyt, F. H. 
Chadwick ; Constable, Chas. E. Hayward. 

Warp S. Warden, William Guzlin ; Clerk, 
Stephen Plummer ; Alderman, John Barrows ; 
Councilmen, P. S. Percival, Wm, O. Green, Ja- 
cob Merrill ; Constable, Henry T. Morse. 
Warv7. Warden, Joseph H. Wall; Clerk, 
Horace Ingraham ; Alderman, Charles Little; 
Councilmen, David Smiley, George Dudley, Wm. 
B. Pierce ; Constable, Henry Norcross. 
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TOWN ELECTIONS. 

LitcurieLp>— March 4. John Woodbury, Mod- 
erator; Wm. G. Williams, Town Clerk; Isauc 
Frost, Nathaniel Dennis, C. H. Robinson, Se/ect- 
men, Assessors, §c.; Nathaniel Dennis, Treasurer; 
John Woodbury, Agent ; Moses W. Farr, Super- 
visor of Schools; Wm. Dustin, Collector. The 
town voted to raise $4000 for roads; $1,100 for 
schoole; $800 support of poor ; incidental town 
expenses, $400. 
Fayette. Lewis Chase. Moderator; A. G. 
Underwood, Town Clerk; J. W.C. Jones, Noah 
Watson, Jona. Tuck, Selectmen; Stephen C. 
Tuck, S. S. Committee; Albion F. Gile, Treas- 
urer, Collector and Constable. The fullowing 
sums were voted by the town, viz: highways, 
$1,900 ; schools, $660; contingent expenses. 
$1,000. 

Cnestervitte. J. W. Foster, Moderator; G. 
L. Riggs, Clerk ; Emery French, Phineas Whit- 
tier, A. H. Black, Selectmen ; Wm. O. Bradbury, 
Treasurer ; Lorin M. Brown, S. S. Committee ; 
M. L. Morse, Constable and Collector. 

Rouse. Thomas Whittier, Moderator; Ira F. 
Blaisdell, Clerk; Jas. Tibbetts, Chas. H. Whit- 
tier, Eleazer Kelly, Selectmen; Jas. Tibbetts, 
Town Agent ; Josiah S. Sanborn, S. S. Commit- 
tee; A. Tracy, Collector and Constable. 

Wayne. C. C. Whitney, Moderator; J. H. 
Thorn, Clerk; J. Norris, Squire Bishop, Daniel 
True, Selectmen: C. H. Barker, S. S. Committee. 

Wintnrop. Wm. H. Parlin, Moderator ; John 
H. Benjamin, Clerk; John May, Oakes Howard, 
Geo. A. Longfellow, Selectmen ; Daniel Stanley, 
Treasurer. 

Troy. James S. Bennett, Clerk; Lorenzo Gar- 
celon, J. B. Vickery, Selectmen 4c.; Rubert 
Woodhouse, Treasurer; A. F. Watson, Agent; N. 
Bagley, Constable and Collector; Isaac Libby, 
S. S. Committee. 





Raitroap Movements in New Brunswick. A 
resolution has been introduced into the New 
Brunswick assembly as follows: 


That whereas that part of the European and 
North American Ruilway between Shediac and 
Saint John is approaching completion and will 
probably be finished by September next: And 
whereas it is necessary, in order to constitute it a 
paying line, that it should be contained to Calais 
thereture, Resolved, that it is expedient that the 
Executive Government should, as early as June 
next, employ a suitable number of competent en- 
gineers to make an exploration and survey of the 
most direct and feasinle route to Calais, with a 
view to the completion of the same. 





tz” We notice by the Halifax Sun that the 
Mayor of that city holds the office of President of 
the ‘Society for the promotiun of Garden and 
Poultry Shows’’, and ‘‘not despising the day of 
small things,’’ labors as earnestly for the success 
of the Society, as when engaged in looking to the 
interests of that enterprising city. 





Arrest or Mr. Peck. The Ex-Treasurer was 
arrested by Sheriff Gilbreth on Saturday, on in- 
dictment and lodged in the jailin this city. The 
penalty of the law is in pecuniary damages and 
the arrest is said to be made to compel a disclos- 
ure. Mr. Peck was arraigned on Tuesday, and 
pleaded, Not Guilty. A motion way made for 
continuance. 





**Tue Eastesn Farmer.’’? We have received the 
first number of this new agricultural paper pub- 
lished at Ellsworth, by Messrs. Wasson & Moore. 
It isa small but good looking sheet externally. 
and internally it is, of course, attractive, fur it 
could not be otherwise with Mr. Wasson for its 
Editor. Its terms are $1,00 in advance, $1,50 
within the year, and $2.00 at the end of the 
year. It has our best wishes for its success and 


prosperity. 


‘*Aroostoox Timgs.’’ A new paper is about to 
be started at Houlton by Theo. Cury. The char- 
acter of the paper may be gathered from the fol- 
lowing which we copy from its prospectus: 

The Times will not be the organ of any man 
or party, but will not hesitate to deal frankly 
wel fearlessly with all men, and all parties, 
whenever the substantial interests of the poeple 
require it. 








A Gatiant Act. A little son of Mr. Joseph 
W. Lunt fell from a bridge at Gardiner, just 
above the dam, and was carried by the swift cur- 
rent very near the fall, when he seized the edge 
of a cake of ice held across the current, and 
maintained his hold for a short time and until 
seen by Mr. Lewis Knox, who at once and to his 
great peril, plunged into the river and rescued 
the little boy just as his strength was exhausted. 





Knicuts Teurtar. The following is a list of 
officers of the Commandery at Gardiner, elected 
at the annual conclave recently held :—M. E., 
J. M. Larabee, G. C.; E., D. C. Stanwood, Gen.; 
E., Eben Horn, C. G.; E., E. A. Chadwick, Pre.; 
Sir Kts., M. F. Marble, S. W., J. K. Oegood, J. 
W.,C. W. Whitmore, Trea., Danicl Larrabee, 
Rec. 


ty Mr. Hyatt was on Monday by order of the 
Senate committed to jail in Washington on ac- 
count of his refusal to testify before the Investi- 
gating Committee on the Harper’s Ferry affair. — 


Ssormaxers’ Srrixe. The strike of the shoe- 
makers in the various towns of Massachusetts, 
continues to hold on—the features presented the 
last week being not new, though striking. 


gyrA patent was granted, March 6, to B. Fur- 
rier of Bath, Me., for improvement in machines 














on subscriptions may be made to him. 


for cutting up cotton plants. 











TREASURY VEFALCATION. 

On Friday last, the Committee on the late Treas- 
urer’s Accounts made a detailed report to the 
Legislature, stating the entire defalcation to te 
$94,025. The report is very lengthy, and we 
can only give some of the more material portions 
A statement by Mr. Peck, contains the 


following : 
« Janvany,16, 1860. 


and before the 


I stand before this Committee tbe publ 


of this State, 
a which I, L . 
nowl e 

to make el wenosee and explanations 
_— as are demanded by my convictions 

uty. 

ry have been accustomed from my first connection with 
the Treasury to loan the States money in large and 
small sums to some of my bondsinen and to others, who 
from time to time solicited aid from this quarter. 

I bed not got warm in my seat as Treasurer of State, 
before [ was urgently importaned by some of my bonds- 
mep and others, to loan the money of the State, and for 
this reason—tbat [ could in this way add to the incowe 
from the office. Other treasurers had done it, and it was 
generally known that all treasurers would do it. 


He then says that be continued this course dur- 
ing the three years ; that at the end of 1857 he 
could have settled up without loss to the State or 
his bondsmen ; at the close of 1858 he was short 
$20,000 ; that in 1858 he engaged in the Cunada 
speculation, the purchase of timber upon 266 
square miles of territory, with mills, booms, &., 
at $20,000, of which he paid $5,000 from his 
own funds. The whole operation was to cost 
$40,000, but had cost $80,000, of which bis us- 
suciates had furnished no portion in money, but 
had furnished some notes and securities. He had 
anticipated the receipt of $60,000 or $70,000 
from sales of lumber, &c., prior to lst January, 
1860, but the mills were delayed and no lumber 
had been sold. He adds: 

**Accoidingly, notes and checks to nearly this amount, 
from time to time, were used; and much of this paper 
natured, and bad to be met in November and Decewber. 
I was struggling to renew this large amount of paper to 


save wyself, my bondsmen, and the State, when the 
Norembega Bane failed aud the crash came.” 


And he concludes thus : 


“All my Canada property I have placed, so far as I 
have been able, in the hands of trustees for the venefit 
of my sureties and the State; and I have no doubt if 
that interest be well and prudently managed, every dol- 
lar which I owe the State will be paid. I shall also, as 
I can do it, put all my assets in the bands of parties for 
the benefit of my bondsmen. [ am fully determined to 
make all the reparation in my power.” 


Tuz Canapa SpEcuation. 

Mr. P.'s associates in this Canada speculation 
were D. F Leavitt, Geo. M. Weston, Theophilus 
Cushing, A. R_ Hallowell, Leonard Jones and 
Geo. R. Smith, all of whom, except Mr. Jones, 
who had suid out, were witnesses before the Com- 
mittee, and deny all knowledge or suspicion that 
Peck was using the money of the State. The 
Committee, however, incline to give these gentle- 
men credit for more shrewdness than they would 
thus claim for themselves, and say : 

“‘ While adhering to these declarations, these gentle- 
men, one and all, acknowledged that they had no reason 
to suppese Peck possessed private means to any cousid- 
erable amount—the highest estimate ventured by any 
one being some ten thcusand dollars. Mr. Leavitt in 
one breath tells the Committee ‘he never knew or sus- 
pected that Peck was using State motey,’ and in the 
next breath confesses to having negotiated nearly thirty 
thousand dollars of Peck’s official checks as Treasurer. 
If the funds on which the checks were drawn bad not 
been public funds, why the need of making the checks 
official ? 

They never seem to have taken any heed or care of 
their notes after they were put into Peck’s hands— 
relying on him to watch fur them at maturity, and leav- 
ing him ina position where continual protests or sys- 
tematic depredation on the public money were the only 


alternatives. He chose the latter with apparent readi- 
ness, and pursued it to his destruction.” 


The Comwittee say that the $5,000 which Mr. 
Peck says he paid down, ** Peck furnished to Hal- 
lowell in two official checks, one on a Bangor 
bank and one on the Suffulk."’ The conveyance 
was made to Peck and he was to give the neces- 
sary papers to the other partners. The whole 
expenditures in this Canada operation are set 
down at $82,673.60, of which not a dollar was 
furnished in cash by the associates, though their 
notes, endorsed by Peck, were negotiated, and 
when due, left to Peck to take care of. One of 
the witnesses, Mr. Weston, stated that he ‘‘sent 
these notes to Peck in whole batches,’’ and that 
he kept no minute of their number, their amounts, 
nor their dates of maturity, being perfectly will- 
ing, as he expressed it, ‘*/o risk the notes, if the 
banks that viscounted them were.”’ 

Mr. Leavitt aleo furnished notes of Jones and 
of Treat & Co. toa considerable amount, and the 
Committee say of these : 


‘(All that were discounted seem to have been paid by 
Mr. Peck, with the exception of eight that were given in 
November and December, 1859—amounting in all, to 
$4,925. Five notes of Treat & Co. were also furnished 
by Mr. Leavitt—awounting in all to $5,106. 

It appears by Peck’s testimony also, that Leavitt ne- 
gotiated two of the Treasurer's official checks with 
Treat & Co.—o..e for $1,850, the other fur $1,150, Peck 
receiving the notes of Treat & Co. for similar amounts, 
and the agreement being that the checks should be kept 
back for the same time the notes had to run.” 


The Report shows also, that Leavitt and Wes- 
ton made another purchase of the ** Paulk lands,”’ 
so called, and thus describes one of the finan- 
cial operations through which the Canada specu- 
lation was to be carried on : 


“ The purchase of the ‘‘ Paulk lands,” was made the 
basis of another operation in the money market fur the 
joint benefit of the Canada Company. It appears that 
the price paid Boycton for the lands was $15,000—$2,000 
of which was in cash, $13,000 on mortgage. The $2,000 
was nominally advanced by Weston, but according to 
the testimony of that gentleman, in reality furnished 
by Peck—the title vesting in Leavitt and Weston, jointly. 
With the $2,000 thus paid, and the $13,000 stiil due, 
Leavitt and Weston gave Peck their notes for $20,000, 
secured by a second mortgage on the property. 

With these notes, thus secured by mortgage on real 
estate, Mr. Peck thought he could raise at least $12,000 
or $15,000. Whether the property was a veritable basis 
on which to negotiate the loan of $20,000, or such part 
thereof as could be obtained, does nut —- however 
to have been seriously discussed. Mr. Weston tersely 
expressed the whole transaction when he informed the 
Committee that ‘he and Leavitt armed Peck with the 
notes and the mortgage and told him to enter the finan- 
cial market and make the best fight he could.’” 


The Committee state, that by the terms of the 
agreement between the partners, Mr. Peck, who 
in August last had paid in over $60,000, might 
have notified the others to pay up their propor- 
tion, and unless they had done so within three 
months, they would have forfeited all right to 
any conveyance ; and add : 


“ Mr. Peck seems either not to have recognized his 
legal rights in the premises, cr to have lacked the dispo- 
position and resolution to enforce them. The other par- 
ties, however, scented the danger to themselves, and 
perceived the necessity of placing the property in such 


a position as would render it impossible for Peck to ~ 


foreclose and secure his rights as guarantied in the Ban- 
gor agreement. The anxiety felt and the plan conceived, 
are very well set forth in the testimony of the parties 
who acted az chief agents. Thus, in his testimony be- 
fore the Committee, Mr. Leavitt eaid: 

‘In August last, Weston and I got uneasy, for we had 
furnished the $20,000 worth of notes secured by mort- 
gage, and by the agreement with Peck we were liable to 
lose all our interest in the Canada property unless we 
paid in the three months, if called on, our full propor- 
tion in the whole operation. We could not realize out 
of the lumber. Weston and I talked overa plan. We 
went to Portland and got Peck to convey the. property 
to Smith and Hallowell in trust. He also wanted Smith 
and Hallowell’s notes for $15,000 or $20,000 to raise 
money, and we blended ie owe things together and be 
agreed to convey, and rwards did convey to Hal- 
lowell and Smith. Weston made the writing:.’” 

“From the time that this transfer was made, the 
‘financiering’ of the company assumed a bolder and 
more reckless aspect. The official checks of the Treas- 
urer seem to have been considered a very available 
species of negotiable paper, and according to Mr. Peck’s 
testimony, Leavitt disposed of $30,000 or $40,000 worth 
ot them in course of three months. Leavitt himself 
furnished the following statement of the official cheoks 
of the Treasurer that were discounted by him directly, 
or by persons to whom he entrusted them: 

Date. On what Bank. Discounted by Am’t. 
Edwin Clark, $1,675 00 
Clark, for G. W. Pickering, 2,000 00 
(Not known,) 1,675 00 
Walter Browz, 1,675 
H. E. Prentiss, 1,675 
Walter Brown, 
V.azie Bank, , 
Peck’s note & ch’k, do., do., 
Suffllk, J. Wyman, 
Oct, Suffolk, George R. Smith, 
Nov. 21, Market, Joab Palmer, 
Nov. 21, Traders, Holyoke & Co., 
Dec. 20, Suffolk, Norombega Bank, Smith, 
Dec. 22, Canal, Norombega Bank, Smith, 
Dec. 22, Suffolk, Norombega Bank, Smith, 


RBS2R88288232 
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Of this sum total of $25,912.50, there remains 
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$10,700, the amount of the last six checks in the above 
schedule—which checks are part of the sssets of the 


Norombega Bank.” ° 

Mr. Cushing was the Agent of the Company, 
and ‘‘in two instances he got Peck’s note dis- 
counted, at a bank in Montreal, for $1,800 in all, 
and on Dec. 10th and 20th, he drew on him, 
Peck accepting as Treasurer, for $5,000 each 
time, and remitted $9,000 of the avails to Peck 
in bank checks on New York.”’ 

The Canada property having been conveyed to 
Hallowell and Smith, when the crash came it was 
so embarrassed *‘ with conveyances and trust 
deeds and claims of various kinds, that the bonds- 
men were fain to relinquish all title to it, and 
to release Peck from all liability on their account, 
by being put iu possession of unincumbered real 
estate to the supposed value of $30,000.” 

Loans To BonpsMEN. 

Peck’s loans to his bondsmen are stated to have 
been : to Ezra Carter, Jr., $4,000, (repaid) ; to 
Isaac Dyer, at various times, from $2,000 to 
$3,000 at a time, (repaid); to William Chase 
and V. C. Hanson, $6,000, (repaid) ; to Sewall 
Chase, from $1,000 to $3,000 at different times, 
(repaid); to Daniel E. Somes, a considerable 
umount, (not stated), partly repaid. In 1857 
and at the close of 1858, Peck had Somes’ notes 
for $10,700 for loans, which remain unpaid. 
Mr. Somes denied all knowledge of Peck’s loan- 
ing the State’s money, but the Report says: 


‘The Committee can but conclude that Mr. Somes, 
when he renewed his notes in September, knew positively 
and perfectly that the previous notes had been paid with 
State funds. Any other supposition would attribute to 
Mr. Somes a lack of the most ordinary intelligence, and 
would involve as flat an absurdity as the assumed igno- 
rance of the Canada speculators on the same pvixt.” 

The transactions between Neal Dow and Mr. 
Peck are given at length, and it seems that Dow 
borrowed of Peck, at different times, about 
$20,000, admitting that he knew it to be State 
funds. For this he gave Peck his memorandum 
checks, with the understanding that when the 
money was needed, he (Dow) should be notified, 
and immediate arrangements would be made for 
payment. 

“ During the autumn Peck called on Dow at different 
times with these checks and gave them up—taking at 
the same time Dow’s endorsement on certain of his 
(Peck’s) notes for similar amounts. Peck alleges that 
he took these endorsements because Dow was not pre- 
pared to pay the money; while Dow says that Peck 
nev: r asked for the money, but proposed himself to take 
the endorsements, as they would answer his purpose just 
as well. When the checks had thus all been taken up 
in exchange for endorsements, Dow gave Peck a paper 
reciting the amount and date of the several checks, how 
they had been taken up, and acknowledging if Peck 
took care of the notes thus endorsed by him, he (Dow) 


would remain Peck’s debtor to the full amount of the 
checks.” 


Mr. Dow alleges that Peck a:sured him that 
the avails of the notes were to be applied to Treas- 
ury uses. Peck does not admit this assertion of 
Mr. Dow to be true. 

It also appears that Dow had endorsed a note of 
$2000 fur Peck, and in December last, growing 
uneasy, procured from Peck the conveyance of 
his house, furniture, horse, &c. worth, as Peck 
says, $9000, as security. Mr. Dow admits hav- 
ing $5,075 of Peck’s property in his hands.— 
Peck alleges that the note has been paid and that 
the property in Dow's hands is there without 
consideration, and that Dow in writing agreed to 
re-convey when that note was paid: but that this 
paper was taken from his (Peck’s) safe with the 
other papers. ‘Mr. Dow, however, finds in his 
own judgment, equitable and legal reasons for re- 
taining the property as partial compensation for 
the large losses inflicted upon him by reason of 
his liability as one of Peck’s bondsmen.”’ 

Then follows a lengthy account of the modus 
operandi by which George H. Shirley, as agent 
of Dow, got possession of the key of Peck’s safe, 
and took therefrom the Canada papers, the evi- 
dences of Dow’s indebtedness, &c. and ultimately 
carried off the safe and all its contents. The 
substance seems to be that Peck, while in jail, 
let Shirley have the key to get the papers relating 
to the Canada property; that Shirley examined 
all the contents of the safe, and took away sever- 
al papers, and among them the memoranda given 
by Dow. Subsequently, Messrs. Dow and Stack- 
pole, with ‘‘sufficient force of men and a team, 
went in the evening to Mr. Peck’s residence and 
removed the safe against the earnest protest of 
his wife.’’ The memoranda, with the paper stai- 
ing that if Peck paid certain notes ‘‘Dow would 
be still his debtor to the amount borrowed’ 
($11,500), were destroyed by Dow, who states 
that he did so because ‘‘he did not desire his name 
to be mixed up in any way with the matter.’’— 
Dow subsequently paid the notes referred to as 
endorsed fur Peck, amounting to $10,805, before 
they became due, and afterwards paid into the 
Treasury $695, the two sums making $11,500, 
and Dow claiming to hold the 10,805 on account 
of such psyments. The Committes do not admit 
this claim, and since the investigation, viz: March 
2d, Mr. Dow has paid $8,500 to the Treasurer 
and claims that $3000 from the notes paid by 
him was paid by Peck into the Treasury, and 
therefore he is not liable therefor. 


Pecx’s Deauines witn Dirrerent Banks. 

The transactions between Peck and the Norom. 
bega Bank took place in 1859, except the discount 
of his official check for $4000 on the Suffulk 
Bank. Lust spring the dealings between him and 
the Cashier, George R. Smith, commenced, **Dad- 
ley F. Leavitt being his associate and adviser in 
in the business.”’ Peck’s check for $6000 on the 
Suffulk Bank was taken and held till it suited his 
convenience to take it up. No interest was paid. 
Soon after $10,000 was paid Peck for a similar 
check, held in the same way, and on this he paid 
interest. Some $8000 more was received hy Peck 
on his checks without the knowledge of the Di- 
rectors, and by various expedients exposure was 
avoided. After the examination of the Bank in 
October by the Directors, ‘‘the criminal game be- 
gan afresh, and Mr. Smith advanced money on 
these spurious securities to the amount of $16,- 
300.” ‘Mr. Leavitt was entrusted by Peck with 
‘batches’ of checks, to be used as exigencies re- 
quired.”’ 

In regard to the partics negotiating checks Mr. Smith 


8: 
“Peck did not personally negotiate with me all the 
checks I took previously to Dee. 1, 1859. Mr. D. F. 
Leavitt was acting as Peck’s agent.” 

Mr. Leavitt in his testimony said: , 

“After the Norombega Bank blew up, I let Smith 
have all of Peck’s checks I had on hand—amounting to 
$7,350. This was after the Receivers took ion.” 

“Before the Norombega Bank failed, Peck sent for 
me to get him $3,000 of their bills, which I got and sent 
to him, but then gave no check for it. The Monday be- 
fore it failed, I got $1,500 to pay a noto of Hallowell 
and Smith’s at Boston, and gave no check then. After 
the failure, I gave Smith these checks, amounting to 
$7,530. I got, as above stated, $4,500 from the bank, 
leaving an excess of $2,850 in Peck’s checks, on which 
no money has been paid, and on which Peck has received 
no money.” 


In December, Peck obtained of the President, 
Mr. Schwartz, a loan of? $5000 payable January’ 
5th and 6th, 1860, (but not entered on the loan 
book.) Dec. 22, he applied for another loan, 
giving assurances of his re-election and promises 
of deposits. 

“Mr. Schwartz, however, could not be induced to grant 
a fresh loan to Peck, but after further conference, was 

revailed upon to exchange checks with him for $12,000, 
eck telling him that he wanted the check for one day 
only. Schwartz gave his check to Peck for that amount, 
and Peck gave Schwartz his eheck for the same sum.— 
Peck at once to the cashier with Schwartz's 
check, had the amount passed to his credit, and a certifi- 


cate of deporite for the same, together with the deposite 
iven him by the cashier. 


“yr My 





“itt and Smith tell a different story. In addition 


but none other of special interest, save as showing 
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Discrepancies are then shown in Peck's account 
on the books of the bank, by which instead of be- 
ing a creditor Deo. 25th, of $3,174 68, he was 
actually a debtor for $4,039 71—showing a fraud 
on the bank of $7,214 37. 

The amount of Peck’s checks in the Bank was, 
as given by the Receivers, $24,475, as stated by 
Smith $21,300. Peck claims that he only owes 
$8,000 to the Bank, and that be never received 
any more than that sum on these checks. Leav- 


to these checks, ‘Peck had notes discounted at 
the Norombega, between July 1858 and October 
1859, to the amount of $15,752,72—$3,455,11 
of which was over-due and paid when the Receiv- 
ers exhibited the books to the Committee.’’ 


Mechanics’ Bank, Portland. Of this bank, Mr. Peck 
says: . 

“My checks, as Treasurer, have been discounted some- 
what extensively by the Mechanic's Bank. Some of 
these checks were dated ahead, and others were made 
payable on presentation, but the bank agreed to keep 
them for a specified time.” 


It appears also that a note for $2,000 signed 
by Smith and Hallowell, endorsed by Peck, and 
also at the instance of the bank officers by Peck, 
as Treasurer, was discounted at this bank, and 
fell due Dec. 27th, was protested and returned to 
the bank, on the 28th. The next day, when 
Peck’s defalcation was publicly known, ‘‘the 
President and Cashier called on Peck, and as 
Peck says, found him ‘all broken down,’ and de- 
manded payment of the note. They informed 
him that the State had a deposit of something 
over $1,100 in their Bank, and after much press- 
ing, a8 Peck says, they obtuined from him an of- 
ficial check for precisely $1,100, and wanted one 
for $900 on some other bank which Peck, baving 
used nearly all the surplus of the State funds was 
unable to give."’ 

The Committee conclude that Peck’s endorse- 
mentas Treasurer was placed on the note ‘* wrong- 
fully ani without authority of law,’’ that the 
$1,100 was obtained without law and without 
right,’’ and recommend that its repayment ‘be 
enforced in the most summary manner,”’ 

Transactions with other banks are mentioned, 


that Peck sometimes received conpensation for 
the deposits. 


Deauincs with Private Partigs. 

Peck’s transactions with various individuals 
are detailed, showing that he was accustomed to 
get notes discounted, giving his official check, or 
bank bills, as collateral, after paying large inter- 
est therefor, and the Committee specify two in- 
stances where the holders of the notes obtained 
payment after the defalcation was known, by 
checks on the State deposits, as in the case of the 
Mechanics’ Bank, one of whom, Walter Brown 
thus obtained $2,832, and the other, Mr. Wy- 
man, Cashier of the Market Bank, $1,675, and 
the enforcement of repayment is recommended. 

Was Money vsep ror Potiticat Purposss ? 


The Committee recite the testimony of several 
witnesses as to the question whether any portion 
of the money was used for political purposes, and 
say relative thereto. ‘The Committee have been 





unable to find that a single dollar has been used 
by Mr. Peck, directly or indirectly, for election 
purposes.”’ This relates to State funds, Mr. 
Peck admitting the expenditure of some $600 of 
his own means for ‘‘benevolent, political and 
other purposes.’’ 

Waar pip Peck Do wits tHe Money ? 


The following table will show the deficit, and also the 
amount raised by Peck outside of that, and also the par- 
ties to whom it is due—according to his own confession: 
Deficiency to the State, $94,023.99 











Owes Mr. Palmer, Portland, 

Norombega Bank, 

Traders Bank, 

Check, Suffolk Bank, 

Overdraft, Suffolk Bank, 

In Canada, 

Mechanics Bank, 

Biddeford City Bank, 

Manufacturers and Traders Bank, 

Files and Emery, note at Traders Bank, 


$130,002, 24 
This sum of $130,002,24, Mr. Peck alleges to be the 
amount which he has obtained by virtue of his office of 
Treasurer, and which he has misappropriated as follows, 
according to his own showing: 
DISBURSEMENTS. 
In Canada Operation, 
Loaned to D. E. Somes, 
Loaned to Neal Dow, 
Expenses in 1857, 
Expenses in 1858, 
Expenses in 1859, 


$82,673 ,60 
10,700,00 
11,500,00 

1, 260,00 
6,085,00 
16,860,00 
$129,078,60 

. - ‘Expenses in 1858” are thus summed up by Mr. 
eck: 

Contributions for benevolent, political and other 

purposes, 

Expenses of living, above salary 

Traveling Expenses, Interest Money and Ex- 

change, 

Lent Mr. Look, of Falmouth, 

Small sums loaned to sundry persons, 


3,035,00 
700,00 
550,00 

$6,085,00 
The “Expenses in 1859” were given by Mr. Peck as 

follows: 

Contributions for benevolent, political and other 

purposes, 

Paid on my house, 

Expenses of living, above salary, 

Repairs on House and purchase of Furniture, 

Interest, Exchange, and Traveling Expenses, 

Horse and Carriages, 

Bad debts, 


500,00 
4,600,00 
$16,860,00 
With regard to the use made of this large sum of mon- 


ey by Mr. Peck, the Committee say that it is not ac- 
counted for to their satisfaction. 


The Committee make the total amount raised 
by Peck $140,508.24, and say, that acvording to 
Peck’s statement, he has not at his command 
‘*more than $300 in the world.”’ ° 


Tus Dericir or 1858 anv 1859. 


The actual deficit of 1858 is shown to be 
$34,663.50, but by raising money at the elose of 
the year on checks in the Suffolk which would not 
reach the bank until January, 1859, and by other 
expedients, Peck" managed to show a clear record 
when his accounts were examined. The amount 
for which the bondsmen are responsible, is stated 
in the Report to be, for 1858, $14,352.89 ; for 
1859, $71,171.10 after deducting the $8,500 paid 
by Dow, March 2d. Of this latter amount they 
estimate $8,607.39 as collectable of Mechanics’ 
Bank, Brown, Dow and Wyman. 

The Report occupies 66 pamphlet pages, and 
we have endeavored to compress into the space 
afforded by our co'umns the substance and most 
important parts of the document, which is ably, 
and faithfully, as we judge, drawn up. Itisa 
sad history of the sudden and complete fall of 
one occupying a high and honorable position, by 
yielding to the temptations which so often assail 
him who ‘‘maketh haste to be rich,’’ while at the 
same time it presents no very flattering commen- 
tary upon many who were, in one way or another, 
connected with him in bis transactions. 





Democratic De.ecaTes To THE CHARLESTON 
Convention. The Maine delegates to the Dem- 
ocratic National Convention to be held at Charles- 
ton, in April next, is as follows: 


Delegat s at Large—Amog M. Roberts, Bion 
Bradbury, George F. Shepley, E. Wilder Far- 
ley. District Delegates—1st District—Augustine 
Ilaines, S. R. Lymun—2d, Calvin Record, Paul 
G. Blanchard—3d, J. Y. McClintock, Wm. H. 
Burrill—4th, J. D. Robinson, J. B. Stetson— 
Sth, Henry A. Wyman, Charles D. Jameson— 
6th, P. S. J. Talbot, J. W. Jones. In all eight- 
een. 





Cuvrcn Reconps Founn. A volume of the 
records of the Old South Church, in Boston, 
which has been missing more than fifty years, has 
just been found in an old safe of a prominegt law- 
yer, now deceased. He had probably used them 
in some law-suit, and then forgotten them. It is 
said the discovery will effect the distribution of 
certain parish funds. 


— 


——— 


Fatat Contacion Auono Carrie. The farmers 


in North Brookfield, Mass., and vicinity are losing 
their stock with alarming rapidity, by the preva- 
lence of a kind of epidemic among them. The dis- 
ease was introduced by a calf purchased from the 
stock of Mr. Cheney of Belmont, who imported 


thirty last fall. I¢ is stated that he has lost his 
whole herd by the eame disease. It fixes itself 
upon the lungs, and produces a violent cough, 


and the lungs are finaliy destroyed. Some of the 
cattle attacked with it linger alone for weeks; 
others die in a few days after the attack. None 
have recovered. 
Brookfield say ‘‘the disease is apparently mak- 
ing @ clean sweep through the herds in that sec- 
tion, where it bas got a fuothold. One man has 
loet ten herd of cattle, and his as many more 
sick. Another man has lost seven, and the best 
of bis herd are wick. 
New Braintree, the disease is in five or six berds."’ 
The disease has also entered herds in other parts 
of the State, some of which have been nearly ex- 
terminated. Farmers whose cattle are infected 
are making earnest inquiry of the secretary of 
the board of agriculture and others, with a view 
of ascertaining some remedy for a disease which 


Letters from farmers in North 


In North Brookfield und 


threatens to depopulate the farm yards of the 


commonwealth. 





Exterprisinc Farwer. The Aroostook Pioneer 


alludes in flattering terms to the farm of J. W. 


Haines of Maple Grove, Ardbetook County. Mr. 
H. was formerly of Kennebec where he had a 
fine farm situated about three miles from Hallo- 
well. He removed to Aroostook about fourteen 


yeare ago and has a family of seventeen children. 
The Pioneer says : 


Mr. A. has a large farm under a good state of 


cultivation, well stocked with domestic animals 
ot all kinds. 


of neat cattle, mostly .young asimals of choice 
breeds. 


He keeps upwards of thirty head 


He thinks a cross of the Devon and 
Hereford produces animals of stronger constitu- 


tion than the full bloods of either. 


Although he raises a large quantity of oats 


annually, he never disposes of them in the mar- 


ket, but finds a market at home by grinding and 
feeding them to his stock. The sleek, glossy ap- 
pearance of the yearlings and two years old was 
evidence of good keeping. An exvellent spring 
was found a few reds from the buildings on un 


elevation, from which he brings water in an aqua- 
duct to the house, stables and hog-pen. 
couvenience to him he considers worth at least 
one dollar a day the whole year. 


The 


We counted a dozen store hogs emerging from 
their sty through a door hung ata top and al- 
lowed to swing out or in at the will and pleasure 
of its occupants, always closing after them. 
Last fall Mr. H. slaughtered seven porkers whose 
united weight was twenty-seven hundred pounds. 





tg The Waldo Agricultural Society, on the 3d 
inet., elected the following officers : 

President—J. D. Tucker; Vice Presidents—E. 
A. Pitcher, Vinal Hills; Secretery—T. Thorn- 
dike; Treasurer—Wm. T. Colburn; Trustees— 
Edward Toby, of Montville; Horace McKinney, 
Monroe; Samuel S. Heagan, Stockton; Wm. G. 
Sibley, Freedom; Joseph Ellis, Jr., Brooke; Jvel 
Presvott, Northport; Luther M. Smith, Belfast; 
Orren Cunningham, do. R. R. Swett, do. A. N. 
Noyes; do. Ford Gray, Waldo; Jeremiah Evans, 
Waldo; Harrison Taber, Lincolnville; F. 8S. 
Nickerson, Searsport. 





& The North Aroostook Agricultural Society 
elected for officers at their recent annua! meeting; 
President—B. Cummings of Maple Grove; 
Vice Presidents—B. Pratt of Presque Isle; W. 
P. Pratt of Maysville; D. Chandler of Castle 
Hill; Secretary—Joel Bean of Maysville; Trus- 


tees—E. Richardson of Fort Fairfield; Henry 


Rolfe of Maysville; and J. D. Pike of Presque 
Isle; Treasurer—W. F. Hopkinson, Fort Fair- 
field; Marshall—W. T. True of Fort Fairfield. 

the treasurer's report shows a balance of $100.- 
70 in the treasury after all bills against the so- 
ciety are paid. 





Province Boarp or Acricctturr. The New 
Brunswick Board of Agriculture is now holding 
its first session at Fredericton. Its deliberations 
are said to attract much attention. It is engaged 
among other business, in making preparation 
fur an Agricultural and Industrial Fair, to be 
holden in Sussex, October, 1861. 





A Younc Lapy Suor. A daughter of Capt. 





Henry Smith, of Vinalhaven, aged 18 years, was 
instantly killed on the 3d inst., by the avcidental 
discharge of a pistol in the hands of a young man 
named Henry Berwin. He was playing careless 
ly with the pistol, supposing it was not loaded. 
It. contained, however, two bullets, both of which 
took effect and instant death ensued. Such in- 
stances of the careless handling of fire-arms are 
so frequent that their voice of warning seems to 
be as utterly unheeded as a tale that’s oft repeat- 
ed, or as the breathing of the idlewind. 





Tus Wisconsin Rescue Case. In January 
1855, S. M. Booth was indicted for rescuing a 
fugitive from the U. S. Marshal. The State 
Courts released him on Aabeas corpus. In Febru- 
ary last he was re-arrested. Another Aabeas 
corpus was applied for but has been refused. If 
it had been granted a collision between the State 
and Federal authorities would probably have re- 
sulted. 





0@"Rev. Andrew P. Peabody of Portsmouth, 
N. H., has been nominated hy the Board of Over- 
sees of the Harvard University as successor to 
Rev. Dr. Huntington in the Plummer Professor- 
ship and as Preacher to the University. Dr. H. 
resigned on account of a change of faith by 
which he now adopts the doctrine of the Trinity. 
Dr. P. is a distinguished Unitarian Clergyman 
and Editor of the North American Review. 





‘A Dream THAT Was NoT att A Dagaw.’’ Mr. 
J. B. Akin, of Danville, Ky., on the night pre- 
ceding the recent conflagration in that city, 
dreamed that a great calamity was impending 
over the city. In consequence he procured an 
insurance of $5,000 upon his property, and in a 
few hours after it was destroyed by fire. It is 
not often that waking dreams are so valuable, and 
still less frequently do sleeping visions enure so 
greatly to one's benefit. 





Scnoo. Houses Burnep. The Belfast Age 
states that two school houses have been recently 
burned in Patricktown. A difficulty had oc- 
curred in one of the districts shortly before, which 
caused suspicion to rest upon Warren Glidden 
and two other men, Crocker and Worthing, who 
were arrested and lodged in Wiscasset jail. 


Narrow Escars. Mr. Alexander Neal nar- 
rowly escaped instant death, at Halifax, last week, 
from a large stone thrown from a blast which 
entered the window of an Express office where he 
was sitting, grazing his shoulder, tearing his coat 
and wounding him on the neck. 


Boy Burysp. A son of Mr. John Murphy, 
14 years old, accidentally fell into a patent lime 
kiln, at Rockland, on the 6th inst. He was im- 
mediately extricated, but his feet and legs were 
severely burned. 


Srevens anp Haztsrr. The Committee on 
Courts and Justice Have reported inexpedient to 
take action in reference to the sentence of Stevens 
and Hazlett. They are to be executed on Friday 
next. 


EF” Col. Moses Burleigh of Linneus, a promi- 
nent and much respected citizen, died in that 


town on the 13th alt. Aged 79 years. 
Eg The ice went out of the St. Croix river 00 




















the 9th inst. 























